Regional anaesthesia and reactive airway disease
To the Editor: We read with interest the recent review article of LM Pinto Pereira et al. 1 and commend them for their remarkable synthesis on the "Physiological mechanisms, pathophysiological alterations and therapeutic considerations." However, in the first part of their paper dealing with "Perioperative management of the patient with reactive airways," we were very surprised not to find mention of regional anaesthetic techniques. All the anaesthetic recommendations were directed towards general anaesthesia. We would like to point out that a regional anaesthetic technique should be considered systematically in patients with reactive airways and usually preferred to general anaesthesia 2,a although this does not always prevent intraoperative bronchospasm in asthmatic patients. 
